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Center For the Study of Sexuality & Difference

Blsr e KEBEETTR TR/AFRE Dept. of English, National Central University
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Icon Books, Ltd.,
Cavendish House, Cambridge Road,
Barton, Cambridge, England
UK.
April 10, 1996
Dear Sirs,

I am writing to inform you of an incident of censorship that directly affects the
credibility and the scholarly standards of your company.

The incident has to do with the 1995 Chinese translation by New Century
Publishing Co. in Taipei, Taiwan, of Introducing Feminism (Susan Alice Watkins et.
al.), which was originally published by your company in 1992. The translation of |
Introducing Feminism into Chinese is important for the development of women‘s
scholarship in Taiwan and many of us have spared no effort to publicize its long-
awaited arrival. Unfortunately, at least six pictures from the book were deleted in the
translation, including a picture on “against censorship”! (Enclosed please find the
censored pages juxtaposed with the original pages.) '

We feel strongly against the uncalled-for censorship which has significantly
impaired the message and spirit that the original book tries to convey. Furthermore, as
today‘s Taiwan government is more tolerant of (porno)graphic pictures than the U.K.
or the U.S. in many ways, and as it is very unlikely that the Taiwan government would
pick on this semi-academic book, there was no conceivable possibility of violation of
any government laws. We believe then that the censorship is none other than self-
imposed by the company for purely commercial considerations,

In any event, we feel that the censorship is totally unacceptable and unforgivable.
And we feel that your company and the authors should learn about this fact, and
perhaps take some actions to clear up the matter as well as your reputation. Thank
you for your attentien.

Sincerely,

Prof. Josephine Ho

Acting Director
Center For the Study of Sexuality & Difference

Enclosed. Please forward a copy of this letter to Susan Alice Watkins et. al.



Against Censorship - : 7

But many other feminists
disagree with Dworkin's call for
censorship. Liberal feminists in
the 80s organized anti-
censorship lobbies.
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( Susan Sontag )

EHE - FF
( Angela Carter)

( Simore de Beauvoir)
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Angela Carter

| Porn is a symptom, not a cause of women's oppression - only
. part of the wider image that advertises “passive” fashion
models, airline hostesses, happy housewives and secretaries.
: I Campaign against THESE degrading images tool
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Birth rates are always highest wherever women are more

submerged in domestic life and denied any hope of self-

development.
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The infant women's movement of the 60s mostly focussed on
heterosexuality, often militantly so.
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“woman-centred” women in the movement,
*{ and you ignore or deny our experience?
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Some feminists considered their lesbianism was more than a sexual
preference. It was a social and political choice to turn one’s life, love and
energy towards women, rather than waste all that on a relationship with a
man. “Political lesbians” asked a pertinent Qnd embarrassing question.

Bl Syl $E AR Ly o IR PEAROY 1 5R - TR L N

(RAF | S R— ML e sEGE R o WARERHRIGE S ,
gz ~ SRR I ZE RS — A TMIAS 1 PRIRE ) A38E l
FIYS AN o TGSy LRItk gads ) Sl T —

3| ELINCEL S A NG R HIRT -

[ mimmzcamamAnmEns? ]

Are heterosexual women sleeping in the enemy camp?
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‘ldeas and Issues of.theWomen’s Movement;

: Women have come a long way since Mary Wollstonecraft first

138 n set pen to paper. Let's look at some of the aspects of women's

B B R A FOIREE | lives that the feminist movement has helped to change - and at

- ! how far we still have to go!
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Women's liberation is not just
about women's rights and
wrongs but about the most
intimate part of our lives.

We want to be
able to express
our sexuality, !ree{y...
...and not be bullied
into sex.
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Mary again set about earning a living for herself. She began a relationship
with the anarchist philosopher William Godwin who had stood up for the
English republicans during the treason trials of the 1790s. She died in 1797
giving birth to a daughter, another Mary, who grew up to marry the Romantic
poet Percy Bysshe Shelley and to create one of the finest works of science-
fiction ever written, Frankenstein (1818).

Yes!MaryWallsmnecm{t-Frankenslelh's‘grandrmfhert
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Then came World War 11 (1939-45)...

Suddenly, the rules changed. In the US, 7 million women went to work for
the first time, as men marched off to fight. Women took up jobs they
“couldn’t do”...

WORKiNG AS RIVETERS)
OR LATHE -TURNERS I~y
ENQIINEERING PLANTS,
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WAR MEANS
MILLIONS oF SoNS
AND DAUGQHTERS
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And don’t forget us -
women in the Resistance
throughout Europe,
Russia, Asia.
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